Bonus 3: Top 25 Polite Power Phrases

Friendly, Respectful Spanish You Can Actually Use in Mexico

You don’t need perfect Spanish to come across well in Mexico, but knowing a few courteous
phrases that sound natural can be very useful in real life.

This bonus is built for exactly that. These are the phrases that help you ask, thank, clarify,
decline, apologize, and move through daily life without sounding abrupt, stiff, or
accidentally demanding. In Mexico, that matters. A lot of everyday courtesy is said verbally
and even simple phrases can change the whole tone of an interaction.

Use these often. They are small, but they do real work.
Greetings & Openers

1. Hola, buenos dias.
OH-lah, bweh-NOHS DEE-ahs
Hello, good morning.

2. Buenas tardes.
BWEH-nahs TAR-dehs
Good afternoon.

3. Buenas noches.
BWEH-nahs NO-chehs
Good evening / good night.

4. Mucho gusto.
MOO-choh GOOS-toh
Nice to meet you.

5. Disculpe...
dees-KOOL-peh
Excuse me...

Why they matter: In Mexico, greeting first is one of the easiest and most important signs
that you understand how social interaction begins.

Asking Politely
6. /Me puede ayudar?

meh PWEH-deh ah-yoo-DAR?
Can you help me?



7. (Me podria decir...?
meh poh-DREE-ah deh-SEER...?
Could you tell me...?

8. ;:Donde esta...?
DON-deh ehs-TAH...?
Where is...?

9. ;Cuanto cuesta?
KWAHN-toh KWEHS-tah?
How much does it cost?

10. ;Aqui se paga?
ah-KEE seh PAH-gah?
Do you pay here?

Why they matter: In Mexico, the softener often matters as much as the question itself.
These phrases help you ask without sounding abrupt.

Everyday Courtesy

11. Por favor.
pohr fah-VOR
Please.

12. Gracias.
GRAH-see-ahs
Thank you.

13. Muchas gracias.
MOO-chahs GRAH-see-ahs
Thank you very much.

14. Muy amable.
moo-ee ah-MAH-bleh
Very kind of you.

15. Con permiso.
kohn pehr-MEE-soh
Excuse me / with your permission.

16. Perdon.
pehr-DOHN
Sorry / pardon me.



Why they matter: These are the phrases that keep public life moving smoothly in Mexico.
They are not decorative. They are part of the rhythm.

Clarifying & Navigating

17. ;Quién es el ultimo?
kee-EHN ehs ehl OOL-tee-moh?
Who's last?

18. ;Es aqui?
ehs ah-KEE?
Is it here?

19. Mas o menos, ;a qué hora?
mahs oh MEH-nohs, ah keh OH-rah?
Roughly, at what time?

20. ;Esta bien asi?
ehs-TAH byen ah-SEE?
[s this okay like this?

Why they matter: Mexico often runs on implied systems, soft time language, and context.
These phrases help you clarify without sounding pushy.

Saying No Warmly

21. No, gracias.
noh GRAH-see-ahs
No, thank you.

22. Estoy bien, gracias.
ehs-TOY byen, GRAH-see-ahs
I'm fine, thank you.

23. No me interesa.

noh meh een-teh-REH-sah

I'm not interested (not strictly warm, but a good way to discourage sales hawking an
unwanted attention)

24. Prefiero no, gracias.
preh-fee-EH-roh noh, GRAH-see-ahs
I'd prefer not to, thank you.

Why they matter: In Mexico, a warm refusal often lands better than a blunt one. You do not
need to over-explain, but you also do not need to sound harsh.



One Phrase That Solves a Lot

25. Muchas gracias, de verdad.
MOO-chahs GRAH-see-ahs, deh vehr-DAHD
Thank you very much, truly.

Why it matters: When someone has been especially helpful, kind, patient, or generous, this
phrase lands well. It sounds sincere without sounding formal or stiff.

Best Ways to Use These Phrases

Use tone, not just vocabulary

In Mexico, a simple phrase with a calm voice and respectful tone usually works better than
a complicated sentence delivered nervously.

Do not wait until your Spanish is “good enough”

Polite effort counts. Most people will understand what you mean and appreciate that you
are trying.

Repeat them until they become automatic

That is the real goal. Once these phrases are part of your living vocabulary instead of hiding
in your notes app, Mexico starts feeling much easier.

Bottom Line

In Mexico, politeness is often visible, verbal, and surprisingly practical. These phrases do
more than make you sound nice. They help you enter interactions properly, ask for what
you need without friction, and move through daily life with more ease.
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